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primacy to matter or prakrii and describes the mind as matter
conscious of itself. In this way it identifies realism with
materialism or naturalism and tends towards agnosticism, as
matter as a thing in itself is outside knowledge. Idealism
goes to the other extreme by denying extra-mental reality. It
says that reality is in my consciousness or consciousness as
such. In its fully developed form of absolute idealism, it
makes the real rational. Reality is the absolute as ideal
construction and the God of religion is less real than the
Absolute as God is finite. If realism ends in agnosticism,
idealism ends in subjectivism as the absolute is only my idea
or idea of it. Both are fatal to the religious consciousness as
they lead to materialism and mentalism. But they correct
*each other and are helpful in synoptic thinking. Matter and
the self are both real and though they are distinct entities,
they are not separable. If nature is for the self, the self is
for God the All-Self who is in both nature and the self. The
absolute of idealism as the All-Self or Vasudeva is the personal
God of realism and this view is midway between monism and
theism and satisfies the tests of knowing Reality.

IS RELIGION INTUITIONISM OR INSTITUTIONALISE: ?

Every religion insists on the mystic experience of God as
an inner revelation and realization. It is possible for man to
have a direct or immediate experience of God. The mystic
can dive into divinity and specialize in spirituality. There
are occasions in the life of every individual when he gets a
new spiritual vision which exalts him and fills him with the
idea of deathlessness and the ecstasy of mystic union. But
the chief danger of mysticism is that it is subjective. The
voices and visions of God reported by various mystics may